
THE SPURGEON MANOR  TIMES

Caring with Respect and Dignity in a Loving Christian Community 

June is wonderful time with early summer weather, 
crops growing and flowers blooming. It’s also a great 
time to enjoy walks, bike rides and picnics in the park 
– and at Spurgeon Manor, we have it all and more this 
month! 

Staying physically active is critical. Spurgeon Manor 
is second to none, when it comes to providing 
residents with a myriad of activities from which to 
choose to stay active physically, mentally, socially 
and spiritually. That’s not just me saying we excel, but 
the Iowa Health Care Association, as Activity Director 
Diane Watts was honored for being the best in the 
state with the “Excellence in Activity Services” award 
at the IHCA conference.

This month, starting Tuesday mornings is “Walking 
and Wheeling”; a new weekly activity for residents 
(some needing volunteer help) to get outside for 
some fresh air, exercise and fun. With the summer 
weather, also come more opportunities for residents 
to go on rides with our all-ability bikes – or use the 
Spurgeon Manor bus. Two picnics are planned this 
month at the Dallas Center Parks - Mound Park and 
Memorial Park. Even a trip to Panora, for a Gospel 
sing, is planned for June.

Many studies support the fact that just being outside 
leads to significant health benefits, including 
improved blood pressure, lower stress and a boost in 
mental health. But that is something that I think we all 
know, without needing to have a study tell us, as most 
of us naturally feel more relaxed and at peace when 
outside – whether a walk in the park or watching the 
stars at night.

As great as this year is going to be, we are looking 
forward to next year with the completion of the new 
assisted living, on the southeastern part of our campus 
near the bike trail. In addition to the amenities inside 
the new facility, there will be the Bruce Kuehl Walking 
Trail around the exterior of the new building. The 
trail will provide an opportunity to enjoy the prairie 
grasses and the Mortimer Courtyard Flower Garden 
– and connect directly to the Raccoon River Valley 
Trail. This will allow family members, volunteers and 
staff to more easily access that beautiful wheelchair 
accessible path for walks and bike rides.

Outside or inside, we strive to stay on the cutting 
edge, to improve the quality of life for our residents, 
Two years ago, the addition of the It’s Never Too 
Late (IN2L) computer system (developed specifically 
for seniors to use), brings opportunity for mental 
exercise and social opportunities. Thanks to a grant 
from the Dallas County Foundation, this year we 
are excited to bring the Music & Memory system to 
Spurgeon Manor – in which special songs can unlock 
lost memories.

June is a wonderful month, and we are looking 
forward to enjoying each and every day. It takes a 
team to maximize all areas of our residents’ health, 
and I am grateful for our families, staff and volunteers 
who are part of our team. But there’s room for more, 
and I hope you will consider joining in on the fun! You 
will be glad you did! 

"Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest 
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth." 
- 3 John 2

Prospering in All Areas of Health takes Teamwork! by: Maureen Cahill, Administrator
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Amazing how our world can be turned upside 
down seemingly overnight. It was January when 
I first heard word of the new strain of coronavirus 
in China. Although its impact in our country was 
temporarily spared, once reaching our shores it has 
quickly spread. Tragically, initially the hardest hit 
was a senior living community in Washington state. 
Now commonly referred to as COVID-19, that one 
location quickly proved how infectious the virus is – 
and how vulnerable is our senior population. 
In just a matter of days, our nation went into 

virtually a lockdown - with hospitals and senior care 
facilities coming first quickly, immediately followed 
by the rest of the nation. With millions following 
sports, cancellation of events – including the NCAA 
tournament – created an awareness that was truly a 
“March Madness” like no other. 
This is an unprecedented time in our nation's 

history and the world. At Spurgeon Manor, we 
placed an indefinite moratorium with no visitors 
allowed beginning 4:00 PM on Wednesday, March 
11 (except for end of life compassionate care). Every 
action imaginable has been taken for the safety of 
our residents and staff - some of which you can read 
elsewhere in this newsletter.
I think all of us wished we never knew the term 

“social distancing,” as our hearts go out to our 
residents. Not only have we had to take action 
to restrict visitors, but social interaction within 
Spurgeon Manor has been severely restricted and 
group activities temporarily stopped. If you have a 
family member or friend who is a resident, please 
consider extra phone calls, cards or letters to be an 
encouragement during this time that may be very 
lonely. 

Also, I want to acknowledge our local heroes 
during this challenging time – Spurgeon Manor’s 
staff. Nearly 130 strong, we have a great team with 
every person serving an important function to care 
for our residents. During this time in which many 
staff members have children home from school 
and many of their own personal challenges, their 
commitment to come and work long-hours with 
love and compassion inspires me.
Preparing for this newsletter is a team effort 

beginning about two weeks before it is received by 
you. This article you are reading was written March 
22, and we try to have all information assembled, 
printed and delivered by the first of the month. My 
hope and prayer is that by the time you receive this 
newsletter, the coronavirus is “old news” that has 
been replaced with “good news”. 
No matter if the world’s news is good or not, this 

is the time of the year in which first in our hearts 
and minds should be the Good News of Easter … 
knowing that God so loved the world that He sent 
His Son, Jesus Christ, as our Savior. He is the hope 
of the world. 
I am so thankful Spurgeon Manor is a Christian non-

profit and we can come together in Christian unity 
and prayer. Let’s continue to do that every day…

Grateful Every Day During Challenging Times by: Maureen Cahill, Administrator
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Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus.                    Philippians 4:6-(NKJV)

Happy New Year! One of the wonderful things about 
celebrating a new year is to be grateful in looking back 
at the past year and looking forward to the future with 
great hope.

For many, including myself, the first part of that is 
certainly challenging - looking at the year 2020 and 
being grateful.  Yet, in a year filled with trials and 
tribulations for so many, including heartache from 
losses that none of us could have ever imagined, there 
have been weddings and births and so much more 
to be grateful for. As Christians, we cling to Jesus's 
words in John 16:33, "… In the world you will have 
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world."

Although there may still be more questions than 
answers, we know there are more blessings than 
problems. After a year greatly dominated by a virus, we 
are looking forward to the coming year. My prayer is 
that the virus becomes past tense, as we see vaccines 
being rolled out, we are hopeful that our lives return to 
a “normal.” A time where we can once again see and 
hug our loved ones without restrictions or fear. 

As of the time in writing this article, two of the vaccines 
developed have begun to be delivered to Iowa. We 
are planning to have a clinic for our residents on 
January 11th and our healthcare workers on February 
1st. In the meantime, we continue to do everything 
possible to keep the virus out of the building.

I believe in miracles - and the work that has been done 
with vaccine development for Covid-19 has been 
miraculous. Especially when comparing the history 
of vaccine development and rate of effectiveness 
for other viruses. As an example, from initial work 
beginning in 1910, it took over forty years for Dr. Jonas 

Salk to discover a vaccine for polio – and an additional 
three years before it was widely administered (with 
an 80%+ effectiveness rate). Since then, advances 
in science have impacted the health of the world 
through vaccines that safely fight viruses ranging 
from MMR (measles, mumps and rubella) to chicken 
pox and many more. Flu shots today, that are strongly 
encouraged, have an approximate effectiveness 
rate of 60%. Compare this to the multiple vaccines 
developed in less than 9 months to fight Covid-19, 
with each having more than 90% effectiveness. This is 
a miraculous time we live in, and reason to thank God 
and be filled with hope!

Each New Year brings a time we often set resolutions 
and goals. At Spurgeon Manor, we will continue to 
do just that, filled with hope and gratitude. Hopeful 
that the vaccines will be widely-accepted and bring 
a victory over the virus. Thankful for the leadership 
in supporting this groundbreaking research and to 
the many scientists working in laboratories around 
the world… but above all else, thankful to God, and 
knowing this is all possible only because of Him. May 
His Word and Light continue to lead and guide us, one 
day at a time.

So, although 2020 may always be known as the year 
of the virus, I pray that 2021 will become known as 
the year of victory, because of the blessing of these 
vaccines.

Miraculous Vaccines Bring Hope for a Victory   by: Maureen Cahill, Administrator
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Spurgeon Assisted Living by Lynette Krambeer

Maintenance Department Receives a Chevy Silverado

We had a lovely Christmas at the Assisted Living – not the Christmas that we were hoping for – but very 
nice just the same. We were entertained during our holiday lunch with Christmas songs - Thanks to Bren-
da Anderson, Spurgeon Volunteer for playing for us. After lunch, everyone was together, but socially 
distanced, for a Christmas Party. Thanks to all the families and friends that provided gifts for the tenants; 
everyone had a package to open.  
We worked on several creative projects through-out the month, including making centerpieces for the 
tables, sun catchers for the windows and decorating cookies (for ENJOYING). 
We had another reason to celebrate in December – Jim Mahon was recognized for being a (over) 60-year 
member of the IBEW, Local 55 – International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. The IBEW honored him 
with a certificate and (lapel) pin to commemorate the achievement; his daughter, Marchelle Gage pre-
sented him with a cake to share with all the tenants and staff at the Assisted Living. Congratulations Jim!
We want to wish all our family and friends a Happy, Healthy New Year!

Christmas came a day early for maintenance staff at Spurgeon Manor, as a 2019 Silverado truck with 
a new lift, was delivered by Karl’s Chevrolet on Christmas Eve Day. In the past, maintenance staff have 
graciously been using their personal trucks for trash removal, moving appliances and other operational 
needs. At its November meeting, the Board approved funding for the purchase of a truck for these pur-
poses. 
The maintenance staff of Tyler Hyde, Ron Hyde and Brandon Hawbaker are pictured with Ryan Platts, 
Karl’s Chevrolet Commercial Sales Consultant, who went beyond the call of duty by personally deliver-
ing the truck and presenting the keys. Not pictured - Dena Goepferich, Environmental Services Supervis 
(Please note: Plans in January call for Spurgeon Manor signage to be added.)

Jim Mahon was honored 
by IBEW, Local 55 with a 
certificate and pin, held by his 
wife Donna.

Coralee Good and Donna Mohon were very helpful during our 
“creative activities” in December.

The men from the Maintenance 
Department (left to right) Tyler Hyde, Ron 
Hyde and Brandon Hawbaker received 
the keys to a Silverado truck from Ryan 
Platts of Karl’s Chevrolet. Not pictured - 
Dena Goepferich, Environmental Services 
Supervisor.

Maintenance 
staff inspect 
the lift 
on their 
Silverado 
truck.
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Imo McKenzie: Resident Spotlight

Imo York was born at home in Dallas Center on January 17, 1926. She 
was the seventh of eleven children of Carl and Mabel.  Imo was named 
after a cousin.  She attended Adel and Dallas Center schools and 
graduated in 1943 from Dallas Center.

Since it was during World War II, and Imo was only 17 years old, she 
could only work in the cafeteria at the Ordinance Plant.  Imo met Lloyd 
McKenzie on the bus, as he also worked at the plant.  Imo became Mrs. 
McKenzie and to this union four children were born - Marie, Beverly, 
Ron and Elaine.  Years later, Imo worked part-time at the Katz Drug 
Store in the pet department.  It was told, if someone wanted a small 
alligator, Imo made them pick it up themselves, because she didn’t 

want to touch it!  Later, Imo worked at Bankers Life Insurance from 1967-1988.

Imo enjoyed sewing and doing crafts.  She sewed clothes for the Cabbage Patch dolls, the American Dolls 
and many other dolls.  Imo and her sisters would participate in craft shows and then used the money they 
made to visit another sister in Ohio. When her sisters no longer attended, Imo would continue to go to the 
weekend craft shows with her daughter Elaine.

Imo continued her interest in crafts after moving to Spurgeon Manor, by attending “Crafts with Judy” once 
a month.  She has made her own cards, made gifts for the kids from the school and helped out the Activity 
Department.

Imo liked to get out and especially go on the bus outings - it didn’t matter where the bus was going, she 
just wanted to ride along.  Bingo is a favorite of Imo’s - and she must have a knack for picking goods cards 
because she has been a frequent winner.

Imo is always so polite, pleasant and appreciative - thanking us for helping her out and especially for 
covering her feet to keep them warm!  Thanks Imo for sharing your life with us!



LIVING A MIRACLE…
ELEANOR MICKELSON
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Eleanor Mickelson has a grateful heart and believes in 
miracles. Now a resident in Iona Wise apartments at 
Spurgeon Manor, she knows it is thanks to a lot of prayers 
from family and friends – and encouragement received 
from some very special healthcare workers to never give 
up – that she is able to live independently again.

A major accident in December 2018 left Eleanor with 
multiple broken bones, cuts and other major injuries. She 
couldn’t walk, sit up or even swallow and spent more than 
a month in the hospital, before improvement allowed her 
to come to Spurgeon Manor for additional rehabilitation. 

Born in February, 1931 to Arthur and Nellie (Leggitt) 
Anderson, Eleanor has always lived near Dallas Center. 
She was the youngest of six kids and raised in a country 
home eight miles north of town. For every one of her first 
eight years of school, she walked to the nearby country 
school and later graduated from Minburn High School 
and the Iowa School of Beauty.

The love of Eleanor's life was her husband, Paul. She 
was first introduced to Paul by Eleanor's brother, Bill, at 
a Minburn Skating Rink. After that, Paul, who was from 
Perry, would often be with Bill when he would pick up his 
sister from roller skating. It wasn’t very long before they 
started dating. 

Eleanor and Paul were married June 2, 1951 while he was 
still in the Army. After inspection on one Saturday in late 
May, Paul received a 3-day pass for having the cleanest 
equipment in the platoon. He called Eleanor to ask her 
to marry him, then traveled home by train on June 1st, 
with the ceremony taking place in her parent’s home the 
very next day. Paul served two years during the Korean 
Conflict and was stationed in Gemany before returning 
to farm. Eleanor was a devoted farm wife who spent the 
majority of her life working alongside of him, while caring 
for their four kids and also working as a beautician.

After a blessed and wonderful life together, Paul passed 
away in June, 2016, twelve days after celebrating their 
65th wedding anniversary.  Their children all remain 
in the area – with David in rural Bouton, Daryl in rural 
Perry, Nancy (Kiefer) in rural Ogden and Norma (Carlson) 
in Woodward – and their family has grown to include 9 
grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren.

Eleanor & Paul Eleanor & Paul 
celebrating their 60th celebrating their 60th Anniversary in 2011Anniversary in 2011

With encouragement, Eleanor 
With encouragement, Eleanor 

determined to walk during 
determined to walk during 

Spurgeon Manor rehab, early 2019
Spurgeon Manor rehab, early 2019

Eleanor & Paul Mickelson's 
Eleanor & Paul Mickelson's 

wedding photo, June 2, 1951
wedding photo, June 2, 1951

After much improvement, Eleanor 
After much improvement, Eleanor left Spurgeon Manor April 9, 2019
left Spurgeon Manor April 9, 2019



After being discharged from the hospital following her accident, Eleanor came to Spurgeon 
Manor on January 31, 2019 for rehabilitation that included physical, occupational and speech 
therapy. With the help of Physical Therapist Mary Ireland and Assistant, Austin Schmidt, as well 
as Occupational Therapy Assistant Courtney Koob and others, Eleanor worked to slowly be able 
to swallow, sit up for longer stretches of time and regain her strength to walk. Her goal was to 
walk down the aisle for the weddings of three grandchildren, including her granddaughter's 
fast-approaching wedding on April 13. 

Eleanor said, “The great therapy and care at Spurgeon Manor made it possible, including Austin 
helping me practice and get prepared to walk down the aisle. I would say, ‘No, I can't do it’ ... and 
he would say, ‘Yes, you can!’ Their encouragement got me back home and living independently 
again.” 

Less than four months following her horrific accident, Eleanor left Spurgeon Manor on April 
9th. Just four days later, she was walking down the aisle for her granddaughter’s wedding. 
Later that spring, she enjoyed two more weddings of her grandchildren and the high school 
graduation of her great granddaughter. In July of 2020, she moved into an apartment in Iona 
Wise and now calls Spurgeon Manor home.

Eleanor said, "Before retiring, I worked for Spurgeon Manor for seven years as dietary aid in the 
kitchen. I liked being with the residents and how they were treated with kindness. I told my 
children if I ever went to a nursing home, it would be Spurgeon Manor … I count my blessings 
every day – and I pray every day for my family, friends and Spurgeon Manor.”

With God’s answered prayers, Eleanor knows she is a living miracle…
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Eleanor with Austin Schmidt, Eleanor with Austin Schmidt, 

Physical Therapy AssistantPhysical Therapy Assistant

Eleanor with David Daryl Nancy & Eleanor with David Daryl Nancy & Norma Oct 2018Norma Oct 2018

Assisted by two of her Assisted by two of her 
grandsons, Eleanor walking grandsons, Eleanor walking 
down the aisle for grandson's down the aisle for grandson's 
weddingwedding

Eleanor's Family at her 89Eleanor's Family at her 89thth birthday  birthday 

celebration, Feb 2020celebration, Feb 2020

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13 (NKJV)“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13 (NKJV)
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Activity Happenings by: Diane Watts, A.D.
November at Spurgeon Manor meant celebrating Election Day, Veterans Day and Thanksgiving Day.  On 
Election Day we wore patriotic colors and watched some the returns. Some of our residents reminisced 
about the first time they ever voted. We had received our ballots and voted early.   
We honored eight (resident) Veterans and three staff Veterans:  John Thomas, Jim Young, Irwin Denker, 
Neil Hansen, Glen Cadwell, Charles Beech, Wayne Geadelmann, Roger Horton; (staff) Ron Hyde, Tyler 
Hyde and Richard Mikes. The Dallas Center/Grimes Middle School also honored our Spurgeon Manor 
Veterans at a special Virtual Program and a special video by Mike Buckalew.  Thanks to the students and 
Mike for including us.  
We were able to take some Bus Outings, on those nice November days.  We drove around the community 
and countryside sight-seeing.  Residents were also able to get out into the courtyards a couple of those 
nice days.
We have started-up our Bell Choir again this Fall, with some new residents taking part; and they’re 
doing a very good job.  The following are original bell players: Jean Galloway, Berneice Friesz, Mary Ann 
Dawson, Eleanor Myers, Dorothy Eby and Twyla Johnson. We want to welcome our new players: Agnes 
LaValley, Donna Lauterbach, and Norma Jean Lister. 
Thanks to staff member Sally Wacht who shared pictures of all her squirrels with our residents!  Sally 
really likes squirrels and feeds a lot of them in her backyard.  Family and friends even send her pictures 
of squirrels, from all over the world.  Sally shared some interesting information about squirrels and 
residents shared their squirrel stories.
We held our annual jewelry show; where everyone is able to pick out some jewelry for themselves or 
as a gift for a family member.  We thank all of our families and friends that donated the jewelry, and we 
appreciate their thoughtfulness.
Birthdays celebrated this month were:  Jake Eby, Twyla Johnson, Norma Jean Lister, Jane Brubaker, 
Cynthia Sund and Audrey Warner.
We have a lot to be thankful for here at Spurgeon Manor, because of the many blessings that God has 
bestowed upon us.  We are thankful for our families, friends and community that support us during these 
trying times.  A special thanks to our volunteers and spiritual leaders for continuing to meet our needs 
and answer our prayers, each and every day.  God Bless each and every one!  

While the snow and winter weather may be a challenge for our staff, it certainly 
creates a beautiful scene in the Burnett & Eby Courtyard.
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Mick Tiernan and Jane Brubaker help to decorate Christmas cookies.

Lois Kerschinske admires one of the Jester Park Equestrian Center horses, 
visiting outside her window.

Dorothy Eby waving to the Jester Park Equestrian horses.

(Standing, left to right) Kanwalijit Gill, Judy Erickson, Alana Marean, 
(seated) Dr. McHose and Neil Hansen admire the beautiful Christmas 
poinsettias.
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I pray that from 
his glorious, 
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YOUR WORD IS A 
LAMP TO MY FEET, 
AND A LIGHT TO MY 
PATH

PSALM 119:105


