
THE SPURGEON MANOR  TIMES

Caring with Respect and Dignity in a Loving Christian Community 

June is wonderful time with early summer weather, 
crops growing and flowers blooming. It’s also a great 
time to enjoy walks, bike rides and picnics in the park 
– and at Spurgeon Manor, we have it all and more this 
month! 

Staying physically active is critical. Spurgeon Manor 
is second to none, when it comes to providing 
residents with a myriad of activities from which to 
choose to stay active physically, mentally, socially 
and spiritually. That’s not just me saying we excel, but 
the Iowa Health Care Association, as Activity Director 
Diane Watts was honored for being the best in the 
state with the “Excellence in Activity Services” award 
at the IHCA conference.

This month, starting Tuesday mornings is “Walking 
and Wheeling”; a new weekly activity for residents 
(some needing volunteer help) to get outside for 
some fresh air, exercise and fun. With the summer 
weather, also come more opportunities for residents 
to go on rides with our all-ability bikes – or use the 
Spurgeon Manor bus. Two picnics are planned this 
month at the Dallas Center Parks - Mound Park and 
Memorial Park. Even a trip to Panora, for a Gospel 
sing, is planned for June.

Many studies support the fact that just being outside 
leads to significant health benefits, including 
improved blood pressure, lower stress and a boost in 
mental health. But that is something that I think we all 
know, without needing to have a study tell us, as most 
of us naturally feel more relaxed and at peace when 
outside – whether a walk in the park or watching the 
stars at night.

As great as this year is going to be, we are looking 
forward to next year with the completion of the new 
assisted living, on the southeastern part of our campus 
near the bike trail. In addition to the amenities inside 
the new facility, there will be the Bruce Kuehl Walking 
Trail around the exterior of the new building. The 
trail will provide an opportunity to enjoy the prairie 
grasses and the Mortimer Courtyard Flower Garden 
– and connect directly to the Raccoon River Valley 
Trail. This will allow family members, volunteers and 
staff to more easily access that beautiful wheelchair 
accessible path for walks and bike rides.

Outside or inside, we strive to stay on the cutting 
edge, to improve the quality of life for our residents, 
Two years ago, the addition of the It’s Never Too 
Late (IN2L) computer system (developed specifically 
for seniors to use), brings opportunity for mental 
exercise and social opportunities. Thanks to a grant 
from the Dallas County Foundation, this year we 
are excited to bring the Music & Memory system to 
Spurgeon Manor – in which special songs can unlock 
lost memories.

June is a wonderful month, and we are looking 
forward to enjoying each and every day. It takes a 
team to maximize all areas of our residents’ health, 
and I am grateful for our families, staff and volunteers 
who are part of our team. But there’s room for more, 
and I hope you will consider joining in on the fun! You 
will be glad you did! 

"Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest 
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth." 
- 3 John 2

Prospering in All Areas of Health takes Teamwork! by: Maureen Cahill, Administrator
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Amazing how our world can be turned upside 
down seemingly overnight. It was January when 
I first heard word of the new strain of coronavirus 
in China. Although its impact in our country was 
temporarily spared, once reaching our shores it has 
quickly spread. Tragically, initially the hardest hit 
was a senior living community in Washington state. 
Now commonly referred to as COVID-19, that one 
location quickly proved how infectious the virus is – 
and how vulnerable is our senior population. 
In just a matter of days, our nation went into 

virtually a lockdown - with hospitals and senior care 
facilities coming first quickly, immediately followed 
by the rest of the nation. With millions following 
sports, cancellation of events – including the NCAA 
tournament – created an awareness that was truly a 
“March Madness” like no other. 
This is an unprecedented time in our nation's 

history and the world. At Spurgeon Manor, we 
placed an indefinite moratorium with no visitors 
allowed beginning 4:00 PM on Wednesday, March 
11 (except for end of life compassionate care). Every 
action imaginable has been taken for the safety of 
our residents and staff - some of which you can read 
elsewhere in this newsletter.
I think all of us wished we never knew the term 

“social distancing,” as our hearts go out to our 
residents. Not only have we had to take action 
to restrict visitors, but social interaction within 
Spurgeon Manor has been severely restricted and 
group activities temporarily stopped. If you have a 
family member or friend who is a resident, please 
consider extra phone calls, cards or letters to be an 
encouragement during this time that may be very 
lonely. 

Also, I want to acknowledge our local heroes 
during this challenging time – Spurgeon Manor’s 
staff. Nearly 130 strong, we have a great team with 
every person serving an important function to care 
for our residents. During this time in which many 
staff members have children home from school 
and many of their own personal challenges, their 
commitment to come and work long-hours with 
love and compassion inspires me.
Preparing for this newsletter is a team effort 

beginning about two weeks before it is received by 
you. This article you are reading was written March 
22, and we try to have all information assembled, 
printed and delivered by the first of the month. My 
hope and prayer is that by the time you receive this 
newsletter, the coronavirus is “old news” that has 
been replaced with “good news”. 
No matter if the world’s news is good or not, this 

is the time of the year in which first in our hearts 
and minds should be the Good News of Easter … 
knowing that God so loved the world that He sent 
His Son, Jesus Christ, as our Savior. He is the hope 
of the world. 
I am so thankful Spurgeon Manor is a Christian non-

profit and we can come together in Christian unity 
and prayer. Let’s continue to do that every day…

Grateful Every Day During Challenging Times by: Maureen Cahill, Administrator
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Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus.                    Philippians 4:6-(NKJV)

I grew up on a small farm eight miles northwest of Algona. My Dad was so proud of purchasing the 80 acres he and 
Mom called home to raise their family of 12 kids. In addition to the lessons of working hard, something I learned 
growing up on the farm was the importance of patience.
Whether planting crops in the field or vegetables in our garden - to have fresh produce to eat in the summer (and 
can for winter) - springtime was hard-work followed by a time of patience. We had to wait for the seeds to grow and 
plants to mature until time for harvest. Greater patience was needed if planting an apple tree, looking forward to 
the year when it would produce fruit, or an oak tree when it would grow to eventually provide shade. Ralph Waldo 
Emerson may have said it best, “Adopt the pace of nature: her secret is patience.”
Many of us would have to admit that at times we find it difficult to be patient. From unexpected road construction, 
knowing you’re going to be late, to a long line at a store check-out. We may become annoyed and irritated with 
unexpected delays and, well, become impatient.
At Spurgeon Manor, we strive for compassionate patience. We know we must work quickly, accurately and 
efficiently when providing the quality senior care that is our hallmark. However, that must include patience and 
compassion.
Patience and compassion are supported through good planning and mindfulness. Good planning allows us to 
expect the unexpected, and take the right action when something happens. Routines that seem set in stone can 
change in an instant and without warning. Whether slowly or quickly, senior care is a world of constant change 
in which we must be committed to being prepared. Being mindful (alert and watchful) allows us to think fast, but 
respond appropriately. Even though fast actions may be required, carefully and compassionately choosing the right 
words, delivered in the right way, may be just as important.
Joyce Meyer wrote, “Patience is not the ability to wait, but the ability to keep a good attitude while waiting.” There 
is always work to be done while waiting… and a challenge is to remember that patience flows from understanding. 
If we do not listen and are quick to judge, the temptation is to react with harshness and we may not truly realize the 
other person’s troubles. 
Patience teaches us to wait, to remember that God is still in charge. It is virtually impossible to make yourself be 
patient, and we can’t produce patience on our own. A good reminder is that God is patient and long-suffering with 
us - so we should be to one another. 
St. Augustine wrote that “Patience is the companion to wisdom.” God is still at work. He hasn’t finished yet. He is 
working in our world, including at Spurgeon Manor… working in our lives, testing us sometimes, making us think 
through issues patiently and compassionately

“My brethren… knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect 
work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.” James 1:2-4 (NKJV)

Compassionate Patience is a Spurgeon Manor Goal   by: Maureen Cahill, Administrator
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Assited Living News by: Lynette Krambeer

The Assisted Living is growing! 
During the peak of the COVID pandemic, we did not get a lot of referral calls; and many of the calls we 
did get, were “gathering information until after the pandemic”. I don’t blame seniors or their families for 
wanting to wait. Who would want to enter an Assisted Living building, without knowing when you could 
go out (in the community) or see your family again? Other Assisted Living facilities in our area were 
experiencing the same situation. 
However, with the positivity rates declining and the COVID vaccine being more readily available to 
seniors, the interest level for admissions has increased. We are looking to hire additional staff to assist 
the tenants at the AL. If anyone knows of a kind, compassionate person looking for Full or Part-time work, 
send them our way. No experience necessary and we will train. 
It is so wonderful that the tenants are finally able to have visitors again, and get to see their family and 
friends. We continue to follow the Manor’s visitation guidelines. While we are so happy to be opening up, 
we continue to have precautions in place: screening at the entrance continues, visitors fill-out a contract 
tracing form and they sign an (acknowledgement of) understanding the guidelines. We thank our visitors 
for the patience and understanding, as we continue to work to keep the tenants safe.
I’ve been at Spurgeon for 14 years. The last year and ½ here at the AL, and the first 12 ½ years, I was 
the Social Services Director at the Manor. In honor of Social Worker’s Month, the AL staff and tenants 
presented me with some wall-hangings, featuring my favorite flower – the Sunflower. There are two 
sayings on them, “In a world where you can be anything, be kind” and “You are my sunshine”. I love 
them! They also asked that I include in this newsletter, the message they wrote: “We, the staff and tenants 
at the assisted living want to say a special thank you, to our special social worker Lynette! You show true 
patience and understanding to us all. You are always willing to help with anything. Your kindness and 
caring always shine. Thank you for all you do!”   
What a surprise and sweet gesture … that truly touched my heart. Thank you to Brenda, AL DON, all the 
Universal Workers and the tenants, for your kind words and gifts.  I feel so blessed to work with some of 
the most kind, generous and caring people, both here at the AL and at the Manor. 

Teena Cibert, Social Director, and the AL tenants 
“box” their way through morning exercises. 
Participating left to right: Donna Mahon, Coralee 
Good, Sidney Wong, Karl Eby and Judy Erickson. Staff and tenants presented Lynette with wall-

hangings, featuring her favorite flower – Sunflowers.

Jerry Wright celebrated his birthday 
on March 3rd. His family brought in 
a birthday cake to share with tenants 
and staff. Happy Birthday Jerry!!  
And thank you to his family!!
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Barbara Wenger Resident Spotlight

Barb Wenger was asked what advice or wisdom would she give 
to others and she quoted Proverbs 3:5&6, “Trust in the Lord with 
all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all 
ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.”  This is one 
of many verses that Barb can recite. Barb speaks of going to Mt. 
Ayer for a revival where Billy Graham was beginning his ministry. 
The Grace Brethren Church has been a big part of Barbs life. It was 
when the Dallas Center Grace Brethren Church, invited the church 
in Des Moines to a Hard Time Party, at the Sportsman Park in Adel 
- where she met her future husband, Lloyd. While riding home with 
Lloyd that day, they ran into the car ahead of them; Barb’s head hit 
the windshield and the windshield broke! Barb was okay and the 
incident did not stop them from continuing to see each other!

Lloyd Wenger and Barbara Husted were married on December 1, 1950 by Barb’s grandfather, in his church 
in Tingley. After the wedding, Lloyd and Barb traveled to Purdue to meet Barb’s oldest brother. Lloyd 
and Barb stayed with Lloyd’s folks, until the Army called Lloyd to report to Chicago, then to Ft. Mead, in 
Maryland. Barb’s brother Art drove his ‘48 Plymouth and trailer, to help get Barb to Ft. Mead. After Ft. Mead, 
Lloyd was transferred to Camp Pickett in Virginia; it was there that Nadine Marie was born in 1952. After 
returning home, they stayed at Lloyd’s folks again, until moving into a home on the north side of Minburn. 
Their sons were born there - Robert Lloyd in 1954 and Michael “Mick” Raymond in 1958.

Barb was one of just five ladies who received a “Master Farm Homemaker” award from the Wallace Farmer. 
In addition to her housekeeping tasks, Barb always made the kids clothes when they were young. She 
helped with baking and many projects with the Sisterhood Girls Group.

Barb and Lloyd were active in the church. Barb played the piano and organ, taught Sunday School, and 
they were both youth leaders. Whenever the church had speakers or visitors from afar, Lloyd and Barb were 
always the Host and Hostess. It was through these experiences that the National Headquarters asked them 
to be dorm parents, for a school age boy and girl over in Bata, Central Africa Republic, for 3 years. Barb has 
many wonderful memories of their time spent in Africa.

Lloyd passed away October 29, 2014 and Barb moved to Spurgeon Manor on December 28, 2018. They 
had been married almost 62 years. Barb has nine grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren. Barb has 
some talented great-grandchildren, as they make their own cards to send to her, and the drawings are 
beautiful! The picture quilt on her bed is a prized possession, but her most precious gift is her Bible. Barb 
is truly a Christian person following the Word! 



LEAVING A LEGACY… 
BURNETT CHARITABLE TRUST
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In 2016, the community of Dallas Center received the 
proceeds from a 30-year trust established by Burton 
Burnett that was later honored by his daughter, Penny. 
Approximately $7 million was distributed to beneficiaries, 
including: Dallas Center Presbyterian Church, Roy R. 
Estle Library, the City of Dallas Center (to be used for 
recreational purposes and capital improvements), school 
districts Southeast Polk and Dallas Center-Grimes, and 
Spurgeon Manor.

For the 30 years prior, these beneficiaries had received 
annual proceeds from the Trust. In 1990 the Burnett 
Sports Complex was established on a 24-acre site using 
trust funds as well as other donations. The area was 
developed to include a one-mile fitness trail, soccer fields, 
softball and baseball fields. Proceeds also provided $4,000 
scholarships to 118 graduates of Southeast Polk high 
School, and $910,000 had been awarded to graduates of 
Dallas Center Grimes High School during that same 30-
year history of the fund.

Although the size of the Burnett Charitable Trust to the 
community was unprecedented, social philanthropy was 
not new to the town. In 1982 the town’s swimming pool 
was built by a gift from Lena Moser along with other 
contributions. In 1969 a new library was dedicated after 
Minnie Estle left the majority of her estate in memory 
of her son, Roy R. Estle. Those funds were supplemented 
by donations and city funds. Burnett funds were used 
for shelving and the purchase of a computerized catalog 
system. A large addition to the library was made possible 
by a gift from the C. A. Labor family. John Reinhardt 
and other contributors spearheaded the building of an 
outdoor skating rink in the late 40s. 

Burt Burnett was born in 1913 in Dallas Center. He began 
his business career as a youngster when he was paid a 
penny-a-mouse for catching mice in the basement of 
Brenton Bank. As an adult his first ventures were in the 
gas station business. He then opened a Ford dealership 
on the north side of Walnut Street. His dealership was 
unique in that he had all three Ford products: cars, trucks 
and tractors. While there was no official sick leave policy 
for his employees, he simply paid them for however 
long it took for health recovery. Burt also began buying 
farmland, acquiring more than 1,000 acres.



Burt married Willene Taylor (originally from Anamosa) who taught school in Dallas Center. 
He and Willene were active in the Presbyterian Church and many community activities. Burt 
served on the Dallas Center school board when a large addition of the Dallas Center School was 
constructed in 1956. He was one of the original board members establishing Spurgeon Manor 
as a retirement community.

The Burnett's had one daughter born in 1941, Penelope. Penny went to school at Dallas Center, 
twirled the baton, sang in the glee club and was on the student council. She was one of 31 
graduates of Dallas Center High School in 1960. She then graduated from Drake University in 
1964. After college she accepted a position of teaching at Southeast Polk High School, becoming 
a guidance counselor there. The Southeast Polk chapter of the National Honor Society is named 
the Penny Burnett Chapter. Her photo and tribute is included in the high school Hall of Honor.

Penny’s sentimental attachment to Dallas Center continued. She had an apartment in Altoona 
but came back to Dallas Center on weekends. Her mother died in 1974 and was followed by 
the death of her father in 1976. Penny kept the family home on Kellogg Avenue, doing some 
remodeling. Following her parents’ example, she was active on community committees and 
the Presbyterian Church where she played piano and organ and sang in the choir. She served 
as secretary\treasurer of the board that established Memorial Park as the second park area in 
Dallas Center.

Penny was diagnosed with cancer at a young age. She continued to work as long as she was 
able, but died in 1983 at the age of 41. She left her estate much the same as her father had 
established, benefiting the community she loved.

Original by Sylvia Miller (2016), minor updating with the author's permission. Special thanks to 
John Thomas for his many years serving as Trustee of the Burnett Charitable Trust, and his special 
memories.
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Activity Happenings by: Diane Watts, A.D.
Our March weather certainly had lots of ups and downs, as we moved out of winter into spring; but finally, 
spring is officially here!  March Madness meant a lot of basketball!  We made posters and followed the 
Dallas Center/Grimes girls and boys basketball teams, as they both made it to the High School State 
Tournament. Both teams had good years, but did not win the state title in their class. Our ladies enjoyed 
talking and reminiscing about playing 6 on 6 basketball, and how times have changed. Many residents 
watched the men and women’s NCAA basketball tournaments.
March is National Reading Month. Judy and I read some Dr. Seuss books to our exercise groups, because 
who doesn’t like “Cat in the Hat” or “Green Eggs and Ham”. We have quite a few who enjoy reading the 
newspaper, or a book from our library. Occasionally, some will listen to books on tapes. The Library for 
the Blind is used for those who need special players.
March was also Music Involvement Month and we continue to stress music - because of the great benefits 
for our residents. Our volunteer, Brenda played piano music for those in the Eby Court neighborhood. 
We continue to play dinnertime music in all areas, using the iN2L computer or CD player. On Thursday 
afternoons, we play the tapes of our regular musicians:  Jerry Michael, Pat Lydon, Jim Quales and Tom 
Tolnay. I hope we will soon be able to have live music again! The Burnett Court residents did a good job 
of singing the Star-Spangled Banner on National Anthem Day! The bell players continue to practice and 
did a fine job of entertaining at the St. Patrick’s Party, by playing some favorite Irish songs!
We enjoyed the Girl Scout cookies as a Friday afternoon treat. Dani, in housekeeping, has a daughter in 
Girl Scouts; she gave us some information and history of the program. Thanks!
Our volunteer, Sharon, helped the residents to write letters to a church pen pal group. We have also 
made bookmarks, ornaments and gifts for them. This gives us a good reason to do crafts.
Thank you to Bruce and Mryna Minger, who held the Palm Sunday Services for us, while we look forward 
to Easter Services with Laura Leighton-Harris. We are looking forward to getting a few more volunteers 
into the building to assist with our Activity Program.
Eugene Armstrong and his wife Eloise celebrated their 71st Wedding Anniversary, with Eloise finally 
getting to come into Spurgeon for an in-house visit. Congratulations to both of them.
Birthdays held the month of March were: John Thomas, Betty Deaver and Harry Allender.

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK
APRIL 18-24

Sharing Kindness - VOLUNTEERS Touching Lives

The Kindness you share means so much to all of the many lives you touch!  Volunteers make a 
difference - they are all heart, they help brighten every day, create smiles, lift spirits, go above and 
beyond, and are forever appreciated!
It has been a long year without our many volunteers being able to come into the facility and assist 
our Activity Department in so many ways … and yet, we did not lose touch.  Many volunteers wrote 
letters, made cards, sent gifts, participated in parades and prayed that we stayed healthy and virus-
free! Our community spiritual leaders have been wonderful, providing support along with worship 
services (on video).  If I tried to list all of our volunteers, I would probably forget someone, so please 
know that every single one of you helped us in one way or another, and it was greatly appreciated!  
Volunteers help to make an activity program better for the residents, and all of you have done just 
that - Thank you!  Hopefully, we will soon be able to get our volunteers back in the building, to 
provide that personal touch, that is needed by all.  ~ Diane, Activity Director
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Activity Staff - Diane Watts and Judy Kumm put on a cooking show 
for residents.

Mary Ireland, PT and Charles Beech, dressed up for the St. Patrick’s 
Day Party.

Imo McKenzie at the St. Patty’s Day Party.

Spurgeon staff members Bernadine Norris, RN and Ruth Bricker, 
CMA - wear their green on St. Patrick’s Day Party. 

Donna Lauterbach participating in a “Virtusence” activity

Julie Messerli, LPN and Jim Young enjoying the St. Patrick’s Day Party.

Pam Chance is all dressed up and ready to attend the St. Patty’s Day 
Party.

Eugene and Eloise Armstrong celebrating their 71st Wedding 
Anniversary in March! Congratulations to them!



Department Heads 
Maureen Cahill, Administrator 
Dena Goepferich, Environmental Services Supervisor
Diane Watts, Activity Director
Kyle Ballenger, Dietary Manager
Alana Marean, Director of Nursing
Bridget Huegerich, Business Office Manager
Crystal Scroggin, Assistant Administrator
Ron Hyde – Maintenance Supervisor

Spurgeon Manor 
1204 Linden Street 
Dallas Center, IA 50063 
 
Return Service Requested

1204 Linden Street 
Dallas Center, IA 50063 

515.992.3735 
mcahill@spurgeonmanor.com

Spurgeon Manor
Continue the journey

  

Non-Profit Org. 

US Postage  

PAID 

Dallas Center, IA 

Permit No. 9 

Spur g eon  Man or 
1204 Linden Street 

Dallas Center, IA  50063 

 

Return Service Requested 

2018 issue 5 The  Spurgeon  Manor  Times 

Department Heads 
Maureen Cahill, Administrator 

Brenda Waters, Director of Nursing 

Dena Goepferich, Environmental  

     Services Supervisor 

Lynette Krambeer-Morney, Social  

     Services 

Merle Anne Steensen, Business  

     Office Manager 

Diane Watts, Activity Director 

Kyle Ballenger, Dietary Manager 
 

 

 

1204 Linden Street 

Dallas Center, IA 50063 

515-992-3735 

mcahill@spurgeonmanor.com 

Board of Directors 
Ben Rouse, President 

Cynthia Eby, Vice President 
Chloe Bennett Bircher, Secretary/ 

Treasurer 

Susan Mack Overla 
Judy Barrett 

Roger Emmert 
Harley Wise 

Dee Reynolds 
Michelle Leonard 

Jackie Deaver 
Alex MacConnell, Past President 

I pray that from 
his glorious, 

unlimited           
resources he will 

empower you with 
inner strength 

through his Spirit. 
-Ephesians 3:16 

Enfocus Software - Customer Support

Board of Directors
Cynthia Eby, President
Dan Heefner, Vice President
Chloe Bennett Bircher, Secretary/Treasurer
Susan Mack Overla
Donna Emmert
Michelle Leonard
Catherine Sheets
Sam Wise
Sally Meyers
Matt Simpson

Spurgeon Manor, Dallas Center , IA  Volume 16 Issue 4 April 2021

Assisted Living
Lynette Krambeer-Morney, Executive Director
Brenda Fooken, Director of Nursing Services

“My brethren… know-“My brethren… know-
ing that the testing ing that the testing 
of your faith produc-of your faith produc-
es patience. But let es patience. But let 
patience have its per-patience have its per-
fect work, that you fect work, that you 
may be perfect and may be perfect and 
complete, lacking complete, lacking 
nothing.” nothing.” 

James 1:2-4 (NKJV)James 1:2-4 (NKJV)


