
THE SPURGEON MANOR  TIMES

Caring with Respect and Dignity in a Loving Christian Community 

June is wonderful time with early summer weather, 
crops growing and flowers blooming. It’s also a great 
time to enjoy walks, bike rides and picnics in the park 
– and at Spurgeon Manor, we have it all and more this 
month! 

Staying physically active is critical. Spurgeon Manor 
is second to none, when it comes to providing 
residents with a myriad of activities from which to 
choose to stay active physically, mentally, socially 
and spiritually. That’s not just me saying we excel, but 
the Iowa Health Care Association, as Activity Director 
Diane Watts was honored for being the best in the 
state with the “Excellence in Activity Services” award 
at the IHCA conference.

This month, starting Tuesday mornings is “Walking 
and Wheeling”; a new weekly activity for residents 
(some needing volunteer help) to get outside for 
some fresh air, exercise and fun. With the summer 
weather, also come more opportunities for residents 
to go on rides with our all-ability bikes – or use the 
Spurgeon Manor bus. Two picnics are planned this 
month at the Dallas Center Parks - Mound Park and 
Memorial Park. Even a trip to Panora, for a Gospel 
sing, is planned for June.

Many studies support the fact that just being outside 
leads to significant health benefits, including 
improved blood pressure, lower stress and a boost in 
mental health. But that is something that I think we all 
know, without needing to have a study tell us, as most 
of us naturally feel more relaxed and at peace when 
outside – whether a walk in the park or watching the 
stars at night.

As great as this year is going to be, we are looking 
forward to next year with the completion of the new 
assisted living, on the southeastern part of our campus 
near the bike trail. In addition to the amenities inside 
the new facility, there will be the Bruce Kuehl Walking 
Trail around the exterior of the new building. The 
trail will provide an opportunity to enjoy the prairie 
grasses and the Mortimer Courtyard Flower Garden 
– and connect directly to the Raccoon River Valley 
Trail. This will allow family members, volunteers and 
staff to more easily access that beautiful wheelchair 
accessible path for walks and bike rides.

Outside or inside, we strive to stay on the cutting 
edge, to improve the quality of life for our residents, 
Two years ago, the addition of the It’s Never Too 
Late (IN2L) computer system (developed specifically 
for seniors to use), brings opportunity for mental 
exercise and social opportunities. Thanks to a grant 
from the Dallas County Foundation, this year we 
are excited to bring the Music & Memory system to 
Spurgeon Manor – in which special songs can unlock 
lost memories.

June is a wonderful month, and we are looking 
forward to enjoying each and every day. It takes a 
team to maximize all areas of our residents’ health, 
and I am grateful for our families, staff and volunteers 
who are part of our team. But there’s room for more, 
and I hope you will consider joining in on the fun! You 
will be glad you did! 

"Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest 
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth." 
- 3 John 2

Prospering in All Areas of Health takes Teamwork! by: Maureen Cahill, Administrator
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Amazing how our world can be turned upside 
down seemingly overnight. It was January when 
I first heard word of the new strain of coronavirus 
in China. Although its impact in our country was 
temporarily spared, once reaching our shores it has 
quickly spread. Tragically, initially the hardest hit 
was a senior living community in Washington state. 
Now commonly referred to as COVID-19, that one 
location quickly proved how infectious the virus is – 
and how vulnerable is our senior population. 
In just a matter of days, our nation went into 

virtually a lockdown - with hospitals and senior care 
facilities coming first quickly, immediately followed 
by the rest of the nation. With millions following 
sports, cancellation of events – including the NCAA 
tournament – created an awareness that was truly a 
“March Madness” like no other. 
This is an unprecedented time in our nation's 

history and the world. At Spurgeon Manor, we 
placed an indefinite moratorium with no visitors 
allowed beginning 4:00 PM on Wednesday, March 
11 (except for end of life compassionate care). Every 
action imaginable has been taken for the safety of 
our residents and staff - some of which you can read 
elsewhere in this newsletter.
I think all of us wished we never knew the term 

“social distancing,” as our hearts go out to our 
residents. Not only have we had to take action 
to restrict visitors, but social interaction within 
Spurgeon Manor has been severely restricted and 
group activities temporarily stopped. If you have a 
family member or friend who is a resident, please 
consider extra phone calls, cards or letters to be an 
encouragement during this time that may be very 
lonely. 

Also, I want to acknowledge our local heroes 
during this challenging time – Spurgeon Manor’s 
staff. Nearly 130 strong, we have a great team with 
every person serving an important function to care 
for our residents. During this time in which many 
staff members have children home from school 
and many of their own personal challenges, their 
commitment to come and work long-hours with 
love and compassion inspires me.
Preparing for this newsletter is a team effort 

beginning about two weeks before it is received by 
you. This article you are reading was written March 
22, and we try to have all information assembled, 
printed and delivered by the first of the month. My 
hope and prayer is that by the time you receive this 
newsletter, the coronavirus is “old news” that has 
been replaced with “good news”. 
No matter if the world’s news is good or not, this 

is the time of the year in which first in our hearts 
and minds should be the Good News of Easter … 
knowing that God so loved the world that He sent 
His Son, Jesus Christ, as our Savior. He is the hope 
of the world. 
I am so thankful Spurgeon Manor is a Christian non-

profit and we can come together in Christian unity 
and prayer. Let’s continue to do that every day…

Grateful Every Day During Challenging Times by: Maureen Cahill, Administrator
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Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus.                    Philippians 4:6-(NKJV)

Spurgeon Manor, Dallas Center, IA  Volume 18 Issue 01 January 2023

Planning in the New Year Enables God’s Best
by: Maureen Cahill, Administrator

 Happy New Year! When I look back at the past year, sometimes I wish that I could turn back time or 
stop it for just a little while. But as we all know, time continues to march forward, and never stops! 

On one hand, I can’t help but acknowledge changes that the passing of time brings, like our grandkids 
who continue to grow a little too fast. It can be challenging to be mindful and grateful for all of the 
blessings of our past, enjoy the present day, and look forward to the future – all at the same time. 

Yet that is what I seem to be doing today, as I look forward to planning for the future that brings 
exciting possibilities for Spurgeon Manor!

As reported in previous newsletters, the Board of Directors voted unanimously to support a 
recommendation made by our Leadership Team, to not stay where we were, but to keep moving and 
planning for the future. We undertook a process to create a new Master Plan, a long-term planning 
document to provide a conceptual layout and guide, for future growth and development of our 
campus. 

Specifically, our greatest need has been a consistently growing demand for senior independent living 
that far exceeds our current Iona Wise apartments and townhomes. In the center of this newsletter, you 
will find that conceptual design, with plans and process to build new townhomes, that will increase our 
capacity to serve more residents.

These are steps that will continue to connect our purpose, mission, and growing need, with 
surrounding circumstances. We know the importance of prayer, wise counsel, courage and the faith to 
follow our intuition and heart, to continue to serve our growing community. To the best of our ability, 
we will meet the changing needs and provide the facilities necessary to serve.

When we make God the center of our planning, and are praying for His protection, wisdom and 
guidance – He grants us the desires of our hearts and blesses our plans to succeed. 

Life at Spurgeon Manor has endless possibilities… and we are grateful for what God has in store for 
our future!

“May He grant you according to your heart’s desire, And fulfill all your purpose.”  
Psalm 20:4 (NKJV)
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Assisted Living News  Lynette Krambeer

The Assisted Living tenants and 
staff had a very enjoyable Christmas 
Season. The tenants created several 
holiday crafts, that were then 
displayed through-out the building. 
Some of the tenants assisted with 
baking and made some special 
chocolate sweets. We also had 
several carolers come to the AL to 
sing, in addition to two groups of 
piano students that presented their 
Christmas Recitals. 

The tenants’ party was held a 
couple days early, because of 
the winter storm Mother Nature 
provided during Christmas week; 
thankfully, staff and tenants were 
all very flexible. Everyone enjoyed 
music & refreshments, while the 
tenants opened their gifts. Thank 
you to the families that provided 
gifts for their loved ones. A very 
special thank-you to Raccoon 
Valley Bank for their support, which 
allowed us to provide gifts for each 
of the tenants.

The AL staff enjoyed a Christmas 
Party of their own during Christmas 
week. After the necessary Inservice 
portion of the meeting, we had 
some wonderful refreshments, 
thanks to Richard, Director of 
Dining Services! We also played 
some games and then exchanged 
our Secret Santa gifts. Brenda 
(AL Director of Nursing) and I are 
beyond grateful, for the efforts put 
forth from the entire AL team. We 
feel very fortunate to have dedicated 
team members, to provide kind 
and compassionate care to our 
wonderful Assisted Living tenants. 

From all of us at the Assisted Living 
– we wish everyone a safe, healthy 
and Happy New Year!!! 

Bob Greif and the other Assisted Living tenants receiving their gifts at 
the AL Christmas party. 

Ells Cackler and Bob Mangels opening their Christmas packages. 



Page  3

Other staff were - not so seriously concentrating: Christina 
Mikesell, Michelle Bacon, Dani Bacon and Chelsea Atkins. 

January Employee Birthdays:

1 Kanwaljit Gill

3 Dena Geoperich

4 Victor Nava

8 Rhonda Watters

9 Laura Belew

16 Lauren Osborn

17 Sally Wacht

21 Aubree Huegerich

22 Marisol Macias

23 Crystal Scroggin

24 Tammy Zuber 

28 Anne Delaney (AL)

29 Rhonda Bowles (AL)

29 Brenda Lynch

30 Elley Waters

January Resident Birthdays:

Assisted Living – 

3 Donna Mahon

11 Tony Lisac

14 Norma Brodie

18 Kay Russell

23 Mary Weuve

26 Elizabeth Rasmussen

Spurgeon Manor – 

3 Florence (Jane) Bohner

16 Shirley Button

Anniversaries:

1st - Wayne & Ann Geadelmann 

Ivan Myers 
checking out 
what’s inside 

his Christmas 
gift bag. 

AL team members concentrating on game at their Christmas 
Party (left to right): Shelby Finestead, Mac Washington, Rosiana 
Augusma and Clair Lauterbach. 
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We are grateful for the past. Spurgeon 
Manor is what it is today because of prayer, 
planning, hard-work and community 
support from past generations. Today’s 
campus – the buildings and the caring 
staff who serve residents – just didn’t 
materialize, but happened through faithful 
people who saw a need and went to work 
to help their neighbors.  

That same commitment continues today, 
and there is excitement in the air about 
what is in store for Spurgeon Manor in 
the coming year. Because of a demand for 
senior independent living that exceeds 
our current facilities, plans are in place to 
begin the first phase of a Master Plan, that 
includes construction of new townhomes 
on our campus.

Last year, a local architect, Jeff Rains, 
was contracted to help plan for the 
approximately nineteen undeveloped acres 
on our campus, that could be available 
for future new construction. The goal of 
this Master Plan was to create a long-
term planning document and provide a 
conceptual layout, to guide future growth 
and development. We want to follow a 
long-term strategy that makes sense 
in meeting the growing needs of senior 
independent living, and be good stewards 
with the land that is a part of Spurgeon 
Manor’s campus. 

In December, Civil Design Advantage, a 
civil engineering company was contracted 
to design the layout of utilities and streets. 
As work continues with these details, 
plans are underway to interview and 
select a builder to begin the design of the 
townhomes to be constructed.

Early this year, meetings will be 
scheduled with city leaders to address 
any requirements for building codes to be 
considered and seek approval of the civil 
engineering plans. The best-case scenario 
is to have the first of ten initial townhomes 
ready to move into in early 2024, to be 
located on the land immediately between 
(west of) Spurgeon Assisted Living and 
(east of) existing townhomes.

We are grateful Spurgeon Manor continues 
to be a leader today in providing the 
best senior care available, because of the 
commitment of a caring staff and the 
facilities that meet the needs of residents. 
We are also grateful for current leaders 
who are looking to the future, in much the 
same way and purpose as the founders 
did more than 50 years ago. We continue 
to look to the future with a confident hope, 
knowing and trusting God in our mission 
of “Caring with respect and dignity in a 
loving Christian community”. 

If you or anyone you know might be 
interested in learning more, or securing 
one of Spurgeon Manor’s new townhomes, 
please consider contacting Maureen – so 
that your name may be placed on the 
growing list of those who have already 
expressed interest. This is truly an 
exciting time for Spurgeon Manor and our 
community, and we are grateful for your 
continued prayers and support! 

PRAYING AND PLANNING  
FOR THE FUTURE 
SPURGEON MANOR MASTER PLAN
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Activity Happenings by: Diane Watts, A.D.

December is Yuletide month … so we spent the month 
taking in all the sights, sounds, tastes and smells of the 
Christmas Season. We’ve been fortunate to enjoy all of 
these, because of so many wonderfully supportive families, 
friends, churches and community organizations. 

The sights began with decorating right after 
Thanksgiving, with volunteers assisting to decorate seven 
trees throughout the building. The staff and residents 
in Eby Court decorated their own tree and it turned out 
beautiful! The Activity Department spent the rest of that 
week putting decorations around the hallways and in each 
neighborhood. Some of the residents enjoyed an outing 
to the Jolly Holiday Lights in Altoona, courtesy of St. Croix 
Hospice; while some others enjoyed a bus trip to the 
Lighted Park in Guthrie Center. 

The Christmas sounds began with The New Horizon 
Band entertaining us with a Christmas Concert. The sounds 
continued throughout the month with the Dunkard Sunday 
Singers, Marilyn Jerome, Tom Hofer, Lennie Hudson, Jim 
Quales, Doc McCaulley, Brenda Anderson and the River 
Sunday Singers. We also had several caroling groups, 
including: Athena Fron and her Brownie Girl Scouts / Troop 
1287, Perry Bible Church and Grimes Presbyterian Church. 
We enjoyed piano students presenting their Christmas 
Recitals here at Spurgeon Manor. Thank you to Emily Moon 
and Jennie Patience - for sharing your students.

The smells of Christmas included - cookies, fudge 
(chocolate and peanut butter), popcorn balls, hot 
chocolate and cappuccino – to satisfy our taste buds. 

We took a visit to the Assisted Living, where the Bible 
Devotion group held a choral reading titled “Advent-
Christmas” and then sang a song for the tenants. The Bell 
Players also played a variety of Christmas songs, and one 
of our exercise groups did a drumming to “Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer” – which was a first for some who 
watched!

Our Sunday Church, Wednesday Hymns & Worship 
and morning Bible Devotions, all had the Advent Theme, 
preparing for the Christ child’s birth. Hope, Peace, Joy and 
Love were topics of preparing.

To finish the month, we held a Christmas Party for the 
residents, with refreshments, music, cards and gifts! Thanks 
to everyone who contributed so that each person received 
a gift. We also want to thank everyone for the cookies, 
candy, Chex-mix, music, decorations, gifts, money, help 
and support throughout the entire month. We appreciate 
you sharing your time and talents with us – THANK YOU!

Jennie Patience brought in her piano students to 
perform their Christmas recital for residents. 

Volunteer Brenda Anderson, played the piano at 
Assisted Living visit, gets a thumbs-up from Jean 
Galloway.

Staff & residents congratulated Diane Abrams on her 
retirement: Kanwaljit Gill, Diane, Kayla Kouri and Kim 
Myers. 
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The New Horizon Band presented a Christmas Concert. 

Residents made green popcorn balls for holidays (left to right): Myrna Kepford, 
Connie DePond, Mary Lou Denker, Linda Koenig, Barbara Wenger, Marilyn 
Short, and Sarah Kritzer. (Not pictured: Jean Galloway and Donna Lauterbach)

Bell players played Christmas songs at Assisted Living: Jean Galloway, Vera 
Golightly, Twyla Johnson, Shirley Fuller, Dorothy Eby, Connie DePond, Donna 
Lauterbach, Deb Wityk, Barbara Wenger. 

Jerry Wright received new Christmas 
socks and a new blanket. 

Volunteer Marilyn Keltner got into the 
Christmas spirit for Friday Bingo. 

(LEFT) Opening gifts at their 
Christmas party: Dallas and 
Eleanor Gilreath, Mary Lou 
Denker and Janet Sparks.

(RIGHT) Mary Beech 
opening her Christmas gifts 
with her daughter Debbie 
Broderick. 
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I pray that from 
his glorious, 

unlimited           
resources he will 

empower you with 
inner strength 

through his Spirit. 
-Ephesians 3:16 
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Please use the following address for any correspondence or donations: Spurgeon Manor, 1204 Linden St., Dallas Center, IA  50063

“May He grant you according 
to your heart’s desire, 

And fulfill all your purpose.” 

PSALM 20:4 (NKJV)


